
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Geographical Literature and Maps 789 

and has been distributed by the War Department to the officers of the organized 
militia, 9,000 copies being printed in the first edition. It is an elementary work 
on the reading and construction of maps, and is fully adequate for the purposes 
designed. It explains and illustrates scales, contours, hachures, and other 
elements of map-making, gives map problems, and treats of the determination 
of directions, orientation of maps, determination of the true meridian, etc. 
While the book is designed for military classes, most of it will be very helpful 
to all who may desire to cultivate the reading and understanding of maps. 

The Story of the American Merchant Marine. By John R. Spears. 

340 pp. and 15 illustrations. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1910. 

$1.50. 
For over twenty years, Mr. Spears has been regarded as an authority on 
American sea enterprises. The books from his pen are based upon long study 
of the topics he treats. His facts are always clearly presented, his narrative 
is interesting and he spares no pains to attain accuracy. In the present volume, 
he tells the story of our merchant marine from its beginnings, through all the 
phases of its history and of the depression that has marked this feature of our 
activities since the civil war. 

Physical History of the Earth in Outline. By James B. Babbitt, vi 
and 229 pp., and Appendix. Sherman, French & Company, Boston, 1909. 
$1.40. 

The title of the book is somewhat misleading. What the author wants to 
demonstrate is not so much the history of the earth in general as his particular 
theories on the causes and extent of the glacial period, to which the rest forms 
merely an introduction. His argumentation culminates in a refutation of the 
hypotheses of a "geologic" or "cosmic" winter and the existence of a polar ice 
cap as causes of the glacial period, and he substitutes for them a transverse 
rotation of the earth which would effectuate changes in the obliquity of the 
earth's axis and, hence, changes in the location of the Arctic zone and climate. 
As it appears, from ancient as well as most accurate modern observations, that 
within the last thirty centuries the poles have tufned or moved in a direction 
at right angles to the axis of the diurnal rotation, this movement may be sup- 
posed to be continuous and, if so, cycles of such a rotation would correspond 
to climatic cycles during which ice ages would alternate at the poles and the 
equator and migrate, as it were, all around the earth between these two. 

In a book like this, however, which is supposed by its author to be ranked 
as a scientific publication, that author should not play hide-and-seek with his 
readers as he does here. Not only does the title-page observe the strictest dis- 
cretion as to the profession, position, or general scientific qualifications of the 
author, but there is not even a preface to introduce him and his work to us, 
nor a bibliography by means of which we might assign- him his place in the 
long line of workers on these problems, nor a subject index that might enable 
us to cross-examine his theories. These omissions are especially regrettable, 
not only because they will shake the faith of many a reader in the scientific 
earnestness of the author, but even more because his transverse rotation is a 
very near relative of another hypothesis long established by Professor Simroth 
of Leipzig, namely, the "Pendulation Theory," and the principal interest and 
merit of the book lies in the points of resemblance and divergence that it con- 



